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USER MENUXI

Activate the USER MENU by pressing the MENU button, which is the 
middle button. Use the MENU button to shift through the different 
functions, and the green BIND button to select the desired function 
(figure 54).

User Menu choices are as follows:

A.	 IMAGE (bind style)
B.	 LX (bind style)
C.	 LX COMPOSITION (bind style)
D.	 LX CP (bind style) 
E.	 HALFBACK (bind style)
F.	 PERFECTBACK LF (bind style)
G.	 PERFECTBACK PS (bind style)
H.	 EDIT MODE 
I.	 SETTINGS
J.	 EXIT

A.	 IMAGE (Refer to Page 12 for instructions on binding in this mode)

This setting allows the user to bind a document with Image strips. 
The Image Strip lets you use strips that have your brand and identity 
information printed on them. Intended for use with Clear Covers, or 

foil-printed Comp Covers.

B.	 LX (Refer to Page 8 for instructions on binding in this mode)

This is the standard setting. It allows the user to bind a document with 
Lx-Strips.

NOTE: When a different bind setting is selected, after the machine is 
turned off and on, that setting will be retained.

BIND button:Selects 
menu functions

MENU 
button:Cycles forward 
through functions

OPEN button:Cycles 
backwards through 
functions

F I G U R E	 54
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USER MENU (continued)XI

B.	 LX COMPOSITION (Refer to Page 9 for Lx-Comp 
Strip binding instructions.)

This setting allows the user to bind a document with 
Lx-Comp strips. The eye-catching executive look of the 
Lx-Comp strip offers a high-end appearance, and is 
designed to match our Comp covers for your special 
presentations. 

C.	 LX CP (Refer to Page 10 for instructions on binding in 
this mode)

This setting allows the user to bind a document with 
Lx-CP strips. If you are printing to a color laser printer that 
uses fuser oil, or you are using extremely smooth paper, the 
Lx‑CP Strip can provide a stronger bind in these instances 
(not recommended for use with glossy coated paper). 
Intended for use with the Fastback Hardcover products, 
Comp Cover, and Clear Cover.

D.	 HALFBACK. (Refer to Page 13, for Halfback binding 
instructions.)

This setting allows the user to bind a document with 
Halfback covers . With Halfback covers, you can produce 
documents that look like they were perfect-bound. 
The covers come in solid colors and are pre-scored for 
easy and accurate results every time.

E.	 PERFECTBACK LF (Refer to Page 15, for 
Lx-Perfectback LF binding instructions.)

This setting allows the user to bind a document with 
Lx-Perfectback LF strips. Perfectback LF strips produce a 
wraparound cover spine that hinges freely from the bound 
spine of your book block.

F.	 PERFECTBACK PS (Refer to Page 17, for 
Lx-Perfectback PS binding instructions.)

This setting allows the user to bind a document with 
Lx-Perfectback PS strips. Lx-Perfectback PS strips produce a 
wraparound cover that bonds fully all around the spine 
of your book block.

See Page 14 for more detailed information about the benefits 
of each Perfectback strip.

NOTE: To ensure optimal bind quality, make sure to always 
bind with the correct bind mode selected.  Contact Powis 
Customer Service for more information.
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USER MENU (continued)XI

H. EDIT MODE

The Edit Mode enables removal and insertion of pages in a document 
previously bound by the Fastback® 9 binder.

1.	 Select EDIT MODE in the User Menu. The display will read “READY 
TO EDIT.”

2.	 Open and flatten your document to the page you wish to remove. 
Fold down the corner of that page.

3.	 Behind this page insert the new page you want to add (figure 55). 
Slip it in as far as you can. When you’re sure it’s straight, close your 
document.

4.	 Put your document in the binder and press the BIND button. This 
begins the Edit cycle.

5.	 While the binder is re-melting the spine adhesive, pinch the front 
and back portions of the document with one hand, leaving the 
bent page free (figure 56).  When the clamps start to open and the 
display reads “EDIT NOW,” immediately pull the bent page from the 
document. (Holding the front and back portions of your document 
keeps the remaining pages in place.) If the page doesn’t remove 
easily the first time, simply repeat this step.

As soon as you remove the bent page, tap down the new page 
unti l it ’s f lush with the rest of the document.  Make sure 
you are directly tapping the document’s pages—not just the tops 
of the document’s covers.  Now press the BIND button again. The 
binder will now rebind the book.

6.	 When the display flashes “REMOVE BOOK,” place the edited 
document between the cooling fences for five minutes.

NOTE: To ensure the strongest possible binding results, it is 
recommended that you edit a document no more than three times

NEW PAGE

F I G U R E	 55

F I G U R E	 56
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USER MENU (continued)XI

I. SETTINGS

SPINE BIND TIME allows the user to increase or decrease the 
time it takes to bind the spine of a document. The bind can be 
improved on some difficult-to–bind paper stocks by increasing 
the Spine Bind Time.

COVER BIND TIME allows the user to increase or decrease 
the time it takes to bind the cover of a document. The binding 
of heavy covers may require additional Cover Bind Time for the 
heat to transfer through the thicker material.

LANGUAGE allows the user to change the language on the 
display. The choices are:

ENGLISH
DUTCH
DEUTSCH
FRANCAIS
ITALIANO
ESPAÑOL
NORSK
SVENSKA
DANSK

J.  EXIT

Returns the user to the “READY TO BIND” mode.
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TROUBLESHOOTING - BIND QUALITYXII

Problems Solution

•	 The spine is not square. •	 Fold the Lx-Strip into a 90 degree angle. The better you 
fold the strip the more square the spine will be.

•	 After binding, make sure the book is placed in the 
cooling rack to proper ly cool down. 

Problems Solution

•	  The pages protrude past the strip
•	 The edges of the pages are not even. 

•	 Tap on the top and left sides of the pages until the 
edges are even.  

•	 Make sure the strip is flush against the right side of the 
binding recess. 

Problems Solution

•	 Bind quality is unsatisfactory.
•	 Part of the page separates from the 

strip. 
•	 Gaps in the pages where the strip can 

be seen.
•	 Thermal plastic adhesive leakage.

•	 Verify the machine is set to the correct binding style. (See the 
User Menu section for more details.)

•	 Contact Powis Customer Service or Technical Support for 
additional assistance.

Problems Solution
•	 The pages are not adhering to the strip 

very well. (Some paper stocks and some 
heavy cover material can be difficult to 
bind.)

•	 The bind may be improved by increasing the Spine Bind Time in 
the Setting Menu.  See the User Menu.

•	 Use Lx-CP strip.

•	 Contact Powis Customer Service or Technical Support for 
additional assistance.
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TROUBLESHOOTING - ERROR MESSAGESXIII

Possible Cause Solution

The operator pressed the Bind button without inserting a 
book into the binding recess.   

Place a book into the machine and then press the Bind 
button.

The sheets are not fully justified against the right side of the 
binding recess.

Tap the edges of the sheets until the book is flush against 
the right side of the binding recess prior to pressing the 
BIND button.

The book sensor is damaged Contact Powis Customer Service for service.

Possible Cause Solution

You are trying to bind too many sheets with the medium strip. Remove some sheets.  

Possible Cause Solution

You are trying to bind too many sheets with a narrow strip. Remove some sheets or use a medium width strip.

There is no strip in the binding recess. Insert a medium strip.

Possible Cause Solution

You are trying to bind too few sheets with a medium strip. Add some sheets or use a narrow width strip.

There is no strip in the binding recess. Insert a narrow strip.

Possible Cause Solution

The strip is inserted into the machine backwards. Make sure the short end of the strip is vertical and the 
long end of the strip is flat.

Possible Cause Solution

Machine needs technical attention. Turn the machine off and then back on.  If the error still 
appears contact Powis Technical Support.

•	 Error Message: “INSERT BOOK”

Possible Cause Solution

The strip is too wide for the amount of sheets placed in the 
binding recess.

Add more sheets or use a narrower width strip.

The strip is not folded. Make sure to fully fold the strip into a 90 degree angle.

The strip is not lined up properly. Make sure the strip and the sheets are justified against 
the back of the binding recess.

•	 Error Message: “USE SMALLER SIZE”

•	 Error Message: “BOOK TOO THICK”

•	 Error Message: “USE MEDIUM SIZE”

•	 Error Message: “USE NARROW SIZE”

•	 Error Message: “REVERSE STRIP”

•	 Error Message: “MACHINE ERROR XX”
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SPECIFICATIONSXIV

Power Requirements:  9: 120V (110-125VAC) 50-60 Hz, 10 Amps
9A: 230V (220-240VAC)  50-60 Hz,  5 Amps
9E: 230V (220-240VAC)  50-60 Hz,  5 Amps
9J: 100V (90-110VAC) 50-60 Hz, 10 Amps

Power Consumption:  9: 1150 Watts while binding, 55 Watts standby
9A: 1150 Watts while binding, 55 Watts standby
9E: 1150 Watts while binding, 55 Watts standby
9J: 1150 Watts while binding, 55 Watts standby

Recommended Operating 
Temperature and 
Humidity:

15 to 35 degrees (C), 59 to 95 degrees (F) 
Humidity Range: 5 to 80% RH noncondensing

Weight: 17 lbs

Dimensions: With book fences attached:  19.3” W x 11.1” H x 12.5” D
Without book fences attached:  19.3” W x 6.0” H x 10.6” D

Bind Capacity:  Image Strip	 .040” to .370” (1mm to 9.5mm), about 10-100 sheets.

Lx-Strip/Lx-Comp	 .040” to 1.000” (1mm to 25.4mm), about 10-250 sheets.
	 10-125 sheets = Narrow

	 126-250 sheets = Medium

Lx-CP	 .040” to .700” (1mm to 18mm), about 10-175 sheets.

	 10-85 sheets = Narrow

	 86-175 sheets = Medium

Halfback covers	 .040” to .740” (1mm to 19mm), about 10-200 sheets.

	 10-100 sheets = Narrow

Perfectback Strips	 .040” to 1.000” (1mm to 25.4mm), about 10-250 sheets.

	 10-125 sheets = Narrow

	 126-250 sheets = Medium

Duty Cycle: 500 binds per month average

Bind Speed: 30-60 seconds

Safety Certifications: UL60950
IEC60950/EN60950
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FCC NOTICEXV

•	 Modifications made to the product, unless expressly approved by Powis Parker, could void the 
user’s authority to operate the equipment.

Note: This equipment has been tested and found to comply with the limits for a Class B digital 
device, pursuant to Par t 15 of the FCC Rules.  These limits are designed to provide reasonable 
protection against harmful interference in a residential installation.  This equipment generates, 
uses, and can radiate radio frequency energy and, if not installed and used in accordance with 
the instruction, may cause harmful interference to radio communications.  However, there is no 
guarantee that interference will not occur in a par ticular installation.  If this equipment does cause 
harmful interference to radio or television reception, which can be determined by turning the 
equipment off and on, the user is encouraged to tr y and correct the interference by one or more of 
the following measures:

•	 Reorient or locate the receiving antenna.
•	 Increase the separation between the equipment and receiver.
•	 Connect the equipment into an outlet on a circuit from that to which the receiver is connected.
•	 Consult the dealer or an experienced radio/TV technician for help.

•	 Binder does not contain any user ser viceable par ts.  Return unit to an authorized Powis Parker 
representative for repair or ser vice.

203860              FASTBACK 9 USER’S MANUAL 

551-778           POWER CORD (DOMESTIC)

551-779           POWER CORD (INTERNATIONAL)

200754         BOOK SUPPORT  FENCES (SET OF 3)

438-4382         INSTRUCTION CARD

POWIS PARKER PART NUMBERS FOR YOUR REFERENCE:

DECLARATION OF CONFORMITY
We, Powis Parker, Incorporated

775 Heinz Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94710  U.S.A

1-800-321-2463
declare under our sole responsibility that the product

Fastback® Model 9 Binder
complies with Par t 15 of FCC Rules. 

Operation is subject to the following two conditions: (1) this device may not cause harmful 
interference, and (2) this device must accept any interference received, including interference that 
may cause undesired operation.
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Copyright Information
This document contains proprietar y and confidential information of Powis Parker Incorporated (PPI).

Copyright © Powis Parker Incorporated 2006
All Rights Reserved.
No par t of this document may be photocopied, reproduced in any form, or translated into another 
language without prior written consent of PPI, except as allowed under the copyright laws.

Warranty
One (1) Year from date of purchase.

The information contained in this document is subject to change without notice.

PPI makes no warranty of any kind with respect to this information.  PPI specifically disclaims the implied 
warranty of merchantability and fitness for a par ticular purpose. 

PPI shall not be liable for any direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, or other damage alleged in 
connection with the furnishing or use of this information.

Notice
Changes are periodically made to this document.  Revisions, changes, any technical inaccuracies, and 
typographical errors will be corrected in any subsequent editions.
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